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05/11/2024

Information Requested:
1. Supplier Addition (Lot 1 under RM6281):
· How many approved suppliers have been added to the Trust’s supplier list for Lot 1 under RM6281 from 1st July, 2024 to 30th October 2024?
The Trust does not operate a preferred supplier List. The Trust’s approved cascade list is based on the supplier matrix and agencies who are able to supply in the geographical area the Trust operates in and are able to provided speciality of worker. The following number of suppliers are on the Trust cascade list.

Lot 1 – 49 Suppliers (2 new suppliers)
2. Framework Usage Confirmation:
· Does the Trust currently use the RM6281 framework or Total Workforce Solutions HTE for staffing requirements?
RM6281

3. Preferred Supplier List (PSL):
· What are the names of the agencies on your PSL that supply agency staff under Lot 1 RM6281 framework or Total Workforce Solution HTE, and what tier is each agency assigned to?
The Trust does not operate a PSL
4. Shift Booking Above NHSE Capped Rate:
· How many shifts were booked above the NHS England capped rate from 1st July, 2024 to 30th October 2024?
1598 shifts
5. Spending on Off-Framework Agencies:
· What was the total spent on off-framework agencies from 1st July, 2024 to 30th October 2024?
The spend on off-framework agency based on paid invoices for July 24 to October 24 is £0.21m
· What are the names of these agencies, and what reasons are there for their continued use despite NHS England’s restrictions?

Since July 24, no off-framework agency have been used to book agency shifts. We are only able to report on spend on framework/off-framework agency spend based on the period the invoices are paid instead of the month the agency shift is worked. There will be a timing delay as a result that impacts the period the spend can reported in. 

	Supplier names

	BELMONT RECRUITMENT LIMITED

	FRONTLINE HEALTH PROFESSIONALS LTD

	SPECIALISTMED

	SUPREME LOCUMS SERVICES LTD

	TOTAL HEALTHCARE PARTNERSHIP LTD


6. Spend on Approved Framework Suppliers:
· What was the total spent on approved framework suppliers between 1st July, 2024 to 30th October 2024?
The spend on Framework agency based on paid invoices for July 24 to October 24 is £4.95m

· In which area of specialty within Lot 1 does the Trust require a supplier that can book shifts within the capped rate to avoid breaches?

All specialities

In line with Trust policy and procedure the Trust break glass in exceptional circumstances only where a patient safety risk or significant organisational risk has been identified
· If applicable, what are the reasons for breaches of the capped rates for shifts?

Patient Safety Reasons – Trust Break Glass procedure must be followed for any breaches
7. Framework Supplier Addition:
· Would the Trust add an approved framework supplier immediately if it could help reduce breaches of the NHSE capped rate?
The Trust does not currently operate a preferred supplier list

If a new supplier was added to the framework – The supplier matrix is reviewed, if they are able to supply the geographical area the Trust operates in and the speciality / training requirements can be meet then they will be added to the cascade list

8. Spending on Framework Agencies:
· How much was spent on framework agencies from 1st July, 2024 to 30th October 2024?
The spend on Framework agency based on paid invoices for July to October 24 is £4.95m

9. Supplier Selection Process:
· Does the Trust use Direct Award or Further Competition to select suppliers?
Direct Award - through contact with all the agencies on the framework and using the supplier matrix we have identified which agencies are able to supply the areas in which the Trust operate and are able to supply the appropriate trained and skilled staff. Due to the specialities operated within the Trust additional training/skills are required above the framework provision for many of roles that may require agency fill – Depending on the profession and length of use for some areas candidates may be required to participate in a selection process to ensure the best candidate is engaged.

The Rate card and award support tool and Simplified short order form may also be utilised as part of the selection process
· What criteria are used to select suppliers, and is the Most Economically Advantageous Tender (MEAT) principle applied?
The supplier matrix, Rate card and award support tool and Simplified short order form is utilised as selection tool

Depending on role, urgency and length of placement the Trust may also require candidates put forward by agencies to participate in a selection process to ensure the best worker is selected.

10. Audit Trail for Contract Awards:
· Could you provide a documented audit trail showing how contract awards were made, particularly for direct awards? This documentation should align with RM6281’s Framework Schedule 7, which requires clear justification and transparency in awarding contracts.
Supplier lists and matrix are maintained on our temporary staffing system – unfilled shifts availability requiring agency filled are sent to all suppliers via the system.

Short order forms are utilised to assess the suitability of the candidate and price cap / rate card compliance
11. Neutral Vendor Information (if outsourced):
· If a neutral or master vendor is used, please provide the organisation's name, contact person, email, and office contact number.
N/A
12. Further Competition and Framework Adherence:
· What was the date of the last further competition conducted?
No further competition has been run. The Trust does not operate PSL or tiering arrangements – The Trust has a cascade list which is formed using the supplier matrix – Which identifies the geographical area which the supplier works in and specialism

· Has the Trust fully transitioned to using RM6281 and followed the guidance in Schedule 7 for supplier selection?

Yes – However continuing to undertake a supplier matrix review to ensure all suppliers that supply in geographical area and provide specialities ae captured on our supplier cascade list.

· Can you confirm adherence to the MEAT guidance provided in the framework?

Supplier lists and matrix are maintained on our temporary staffing system – unfilled shifts availability requiring agency filled are sent to all suppliers via the system

Short order forms are utilised to assess the suitability of the candidate and price cap / rate card compliance

13. Agency Spend Clarification:
· We have reviewed your organisation’s FOI website but could not locate the requested information. If any part of these questions is unclear or incomplete, please provide a full response or reach out for clarification.
Publication Scheme:
As part of the Freedom of Information Act all public organisations are required to proactively publish certain classes of information on a Publication Scheme.  A publication scheme is a guide to the information that is held by the organisation.  EPUT’s Publication Scheme is located on its Website at the following link https://eput.nhs.uk
