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Information Requested: 
 

1. What is the size of your trust’s serviceable population? 

2. How many patients has the trust tested for the following clinical biochemical 
markers in the last 12 months? 

a. C-reactive protein (CRP) 

b. High-sensitivity C-reactive protein (hs-CRP) 

c. Lipoprotein-a (Lp(a)) 

3. Is there a limit to the frequency of the following tests per patient? 

a. C-reactive protein (CRP) 

b. High-sensitivity C-reactive protein (hs-CRP) 

c. Lipoprotein-a (Lp(a)) 

4. Please provide the name and post code of all the pathology providers in your 
trust 

5. Do you outsource any testing to commercial labs? If yes, please provide the 
names of each commercial provider 

Please answer the following questions for each pathology provider in your trust 

6. Does the laboratory currently offer testing for the following? 

a. C-reactive protein (CRP) 

b. High-sensitivity C-reactive protein (hs-CRP) 

c. Lipoprotein-a (Lp(a)) 

7. What is the average turnaround time for an outpatient from blood sample 
collection to sharing of results for CRP and hs-CRP? 

8. Is CRP offered as a standalone test or part of a panel? 

9. Is hs-CRP offered as a standalone test or part of a panel? 

10. What machines are used to conduct CRP testing in your laboratory? 

11. What machines are used to conduct hs-CRP testing in your laboratory? 

12. What is the lowest limit of detection (in mg/L) that you report for CRP? 

13. What is the lowest limit of detection (in mg/L) that you report for hs-CRP? 

14. How many requests for measurement of CRP did your laboratory complete in 
the last 12 months? 

15. How many requests for measurement of hs-CRP did your laboratory complete 
in the last 12 months? 

16. What is the maximum number of CRP tests that your laboratory can conduct in 
one month? 



 

17. What is the maximum number of hs-CRP tests that laboratory can conduct in 
one month? 

18. What is the cost of running a single CRP test in your laboratory? Please provide 
a breakdown of cost of running the test and all-in cost considering operations, 
FTEs etc. 

19. What is the cost of running a single hs-CRP test in your laboratory? Please 
provide a breakdown of cost of running the test and all-in cost considering 
operations, FTEs etc. 

20. How much are you reimbursed for a single CRP test in your laboratory? 

21. How much are you reimbursed for a single hs-CRP test in your laboratory? 
 
 

Please note that Essex Partnership NHS Foundation Trust is a provider of mental health 

and community services. As such, we do not provide a Pathology Service. We therefore 

do not hold the information you have requested.  
 
 
 

 
Publication Scheme: 
 
As part of the Freedom of Information Act all public organisations are required to 
proactively publish certain classes of information on a Publication Scheme.  A 
publication scheme is a guide to the information that is held by the organisation.  
EPUT’s Publication Scheme is located on its Website at the following link 
https://eput.nhs.uk 
 
 

https://eput.nhs.uk/publication-category/financial-statements-budgets-and-variance-reports/

